
A NEW ITEM FOR RECYCLING AT ST. TOM’S - FOAM 
Hope for Creation, now the southwest chapter of Michigan Interfaith Power and Light, ap-

proached the city of Kalamazoo about the potential to start recycling foam over a year ago.  

Some members of Hope for Creation had been recycling their foam in Cooper Township and 

felt that this would be a good idea for Kalamazoo.  Early this year, once the logistics were 

worked out, the Kalamazoo City Council approved a one-year trial for quarterly expanded pol-

ystyrene foam collections at Mayor’s Riverfront Park.  Hope for Creation is providing volunteers 

for the Saturday collection dates.  In addition, many churches are collecting foam from their 

congregations the quarterly collection dates.    

A RECEPTACLE HAS BEEN PLACED IN THE PARISH OFFICE GARAGE. 
       Same location items are being collected for Migrant Ministry and Toilet Paper Ministry 

 

In addition, there is also good information provided on how to avoid 

bringing foam into your home.   

 

If you live in Kalamazoo, there is information on this program in your 

“View from the Curb”.  Further info can be found in this article Kala-

mazoo residents can now recycle foam at four drop-off events this 

year - mlive.com   

Depending on how much we accrue,  

we might need to engage volunteers  

to help mobilize on the collection dates.     

if you are interested in helping with this project or  

need more information contact 

Claire McSwiney at claire.mcswiney@att.net 
 

FUTURE DATES  

(if you want to bring foam directly to the collection site) 

+July 31, 2021    +October 30, 2021    +January 29, 2022  

WHAT WE CAN COLLECT  

the foam has to be clean, particularly if there was food in it 

 #6 Expanded polystyrene 

          (ex. Foam from appliances and used to ship prescriptions) 

 Foam egg cartons 

 Foam base for meat/veggies 

 Foam takeout containers  

 Foam cups 

 

WHAT WE CANNOT COLLECT 

 Packing peanuts 

 Foam that comes from housing materials  

  that has flame retardant 

 Excessive soil/food 
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